MARINE CORPS

TheMarineCorpshashigtoricaly conducted concept-based
experimentation to help chart future combat devel opment
and deliver advanced capabilitiesto theoperating forces.
Sea Viking 2004 continuesthistradition with aseries of
eventsdesigned toinform senior leaderson key issues af-
fecting thefuture of Expeditionary Maneuver Warfareand
Sea Power 21.

GuidancecomesfromtheCommandant of theMarineCorps
and isbased onthe premisethat trueexperimentationiscriti-
ca to combat devel opment and failureisaccepted and ex-
pected. SV 04 will focuson aseabased Marine Expedition-
ary Brigade; be conducted asaNava experiment withina
Joint context; determinehow to project and sustain asesbased
force andinvolveandleverage Joint and non-military activi-
ties.

Description: TheSV 04 campaignwill beconductedin
four phases. Phases 1 and 2 will define organizational re-
soonsihilities proposed capatilitiesand conduct preliminary
assessments(commeand post exercises, modding and Smu-
lation, limited technical assessments, workshops and
wargames). Phases3and 4 will incorporate moreformal
assessment activitiesand culminatein atwo-part Advanced
Warfighting Experiment duringthefdl of 2004. Part 1of the
AWE will beamodeling and s mulation-driven CPX de-
sgned to examine potential advanced concepts, organiza-
tions, command rel aionshipsand tacticsused by futureNa-
va forcesoperating aspart of aJoint operation. Part 2will
bealive-forcefied experiment that will Iook at themarriage
of advanced operationa conceptsand sl ected experimen-
ta technologies. Though perhapsthemost visibleaspect of
thecampaign, thefid d experimentisonly apartia contribu-
tor tothedesired end state. Theeventsleadinguptoit will
defineSV 04'soveral successor falure. Theinformation
garnered throughout SV 04 experimentationwill drivethe
Marine Corps Expeditionary Force Development System
and shagpefutureNavd forces.

Organizations: SV 04 seekstounify theeffortsof Navy
and Marine Corps Combat Development Commands, the
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Marine CorpsAdvocatesand the Operating Forces. | MEFand
3d Heetwill providethebulk of operating forcesin preliminary
eventsandtheAWE. Joint and Coalition participationisenvi-
Soned throughout thecampaign.

Focus and Objectives: SV 04'soverarching objectiveisto
providetheinformation senior Marine Corpsleadersneadtomeke
decigonsonkeyissues Thesedecisonswill havesgnificant Joint
andNavd implications. Theexparimentwill dsoexaminespecific
operationa capabilitiesof aseabased MEB using surrogatetech-
nologies. Thesesurrogatesmay addressimmediate concernsof
MarineCorpsoperatingforces, liketheahility to conduct large-
sca e, seabased, helicopter-borne operationsand “ on-the-move/
over-the-horizon” commandand control (OTM/OTH C2). Tech
nologiesand proceduresthat survivethe scrutiny of trueexperi-
mentationwill remainwiththeoperating forcesfor follow-onex-
perimentationor tactica employment.
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